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SPIRIT AND FLESH

The text of a talk given by Eugene Halliday at Parklands. Ishval tape 133.

The problem of conflict between the Hexonic level which is pure truth, the Logos of the fourth gospel and the acquired knowledge of individual bodies in the time process. So we will put time down here, tim is the base, it means form so we will say time/form along this line. Now each person that has come in a physical body has protoplasm supplied by the parental body. When the bodies of two people come together in the time process they produce a third result and from that comes down from the Hexonic level, another soul. And the body into which that soul enters is conditioned by the parents. On the mother’s side, conservation of the race, on the [image: image1.png]


father’s side the new emergent, the new discoveries, the new attitudes that the father discovers in his relation with the external world. So we have a conservation side on the mother and a new emergent side on the father.  The child is influenced by both in the time process. So that there is in the protoplasm in the substance of your body, tremendous inertia from the past and opinions from the present, from the contemporary situation and these fight generally against this hexonic level, pure truth. You know this because of the difficulty of persuading yourself to be purely logical, purely geometrical, purely mathematical when you are analysing a situation.  It is very hard work to nail your consciousness to the naked truth of anything because you have, inside your body, the purposes of your ancestors still there in the protoplasmic record, the intentions, the goals, the dreams, the aspirations of your parents, backwards through time are still present and persistent in your protoplasm. And therefore there is a battle between these two levels.  St Paul put it very simply, “There is a will in the flesh,” that is the ancestral one, there is another one of the spirit and they do battle against each other. The spirit tries to persuade you to tell the truth and expediency in the time process tells you not to tell the truth because it is highly unpalatable to most people who are identified with the time process. So that when you are debating with another person you will find a tendency for them to cling to ideas, which, in your opinion, being a higher being than they are, are obviously incorrect. And no amount of debate and argument seems to be able to remove from other beings, the convictions of which we are convinced there is no logical ground.

Now this inertia is real energy in the substance of the protoplasm of your body, it is derived from the ancestors, it is their purposes continuing. And this is why you can easily understand why Christ said a peculiar thing in an apocryphal gospel, “I am come to destroy the works of woman,” what he meant to say was the conservation of ancestral purposes recorded in the protoplasm through the mother principle. The mother principle conserves total information of all your ancestors and the totality of their vectored forces, that is to say the forces directed in certain directions towards certain activities, they are in your body and they will express themselves, they will live your life for you if you let them. The flesh lusts against the spirit and the spirit against the flesh.  The truth in you wants to control them but they do not want to be controlled. Between them we have a level here in each of these beings and this is the level we call mentation.  It is half way between this top and this bottom level and it is the level at which we are thinking about whether to tell the truth or not. We do it in our mind, in yogic parlance it is the level of manas.  That word is simply Sanskrit for ‘mind function’ the resultant of calculations, of measurements.

Now, in the time process our bodies come into situations hot and cold, tense, slack, painful, pleasant, and in each situation there is recorded in the protoplasm, in the field of life, a record not only of the form of the situation but the emotional charge on that situation so that you are already equipped at conception, before birth,  at conception, you are already equipped with a bias, an emotional tendency to like and dislike things according to your mother and father's ancestral experience, which they bequeath to you.  Already, at conception, you are biased to like and dislike.  This goes on through the gestation process. When you are born this is reinforced because generally, most people are brought up, more or less by their parents by their parents in an atmosphere determined by ancestral preferences. So there is a continuous pile up of forces tending to make you behave in to time, in relation to the material world in space.

Now the glyph for time is Saturn. Saturn symbolises the time process and Saturn is [image: image2.png]Child
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the process whereby spirit turns, so it is going along this line, it turns and makes an individual, turns and makes an individual, turns and makes an individual, all matter is rotatory force, it is a world of turning so we call it Sa-turn, spiritual activity turning.  And we call it sat, which means being and the urn, the container of being, and this very same Saturn viewed from the psychological aspect is Satan. Satan is the personification of the Saturnine process.  Just as Saturn means the turning process of spiritual activity creating apparently material bodies, so the satanic is the same spiritual activity crucifying, nailing itself onto the serpentine intent, that total selfishness, so in the time process where you are identified with your physical body and its likes and dislikes, pure selfishness rules at that level.

So if you were merely at that level you would actually be at the level of a snake in the evolutionary scale, the snake being a creature that doesn’t bother with reciprocal relations and group activities with other snakes, you don't find packs of snakes going about hunting, you don't find them building architectural structures.  You do find dogs going about in packs hunting but not snakes. So the very lowest level you would be a snake-type being, totally selfish, totally isolated from other beings and pursuing your own end in your own way to the best of your ability. The an at the end of Satan means snake, serpent, the running snake, Satan therefore, is the psychological aspect of the saturnine or the material time process and that Satan is the tendency in your own mind, to prefer the material world and its isolation to the reciprocal interpenetration of the Hexonic level. That satanic force, from below, by external stimulation, your physical body is agitated and there appears a feeling of like/dislike inside the being. This like/dislike causes a calculating process which we call the mentation process, it is serial, and it counts the pleasures and the pains.  And then, that evaluation having been made, it goes down again to the physical body.  If there were many pleasures it makes a little note, this is worth doing again. If there are many pains it gives itself a little note not to do it again. So that when we reach this level of mentation we are merely a calculating machine conditioned by pleasures and pains in the physical body in the time-space-matter world, therefore we are timid. When we identify with the body we are timid, we are afraid that we will be deprived of the pleasures that we want or that we will be forced to endure the pains we don’t want.  The form of time is a continuous pursuit of pleasure and avoidance of pain and the stimuli go up as far as this mentation this manasic process and there establish a serial tendency to think in a certain direction.

So that if you are brought up in a certain commune as a member of a race, of a certain colour of skin and so on, you will tend to think in that way. So that Sammy Davis Junior tends to think of himself as a Negro Jew and Baldwin on the interview, keeps referring back to the colour of his skin in every debate. The inertia of the race, the inertia of the socio-politico-economic pressures brought to bear on a particular people continuously keep that body in a tendency towards pleasure and away from pain and the fear on both accounts, fear of the deprivation of pleasure, fear of the inflicting of pain upon that organism.  All that process at this level down here, is called Satan as to its psychic significance and Saturn as opposed to the material fact of it. You can then understand why this Hexonic Intelligence says to this one, remember what we said earlier, the angels of the children continuously face their Father, that is the generative power of the Absolute. Now, the top-level consciousness of any being is that Hexon and the Hexon there is always the Son of the Father who goes beyond the Hexon.

[image: image3.png]


So at the top level the Hexonic Intelligence is always aware that it is posited, moment by moment by an act of creative power of the All Father, the Creator, God the Father, the Creator of the Universe posits.

Are you saying the Ra is the Hexon?
E.H.: The Ra is the Hexon as ruling all processes below it, Ra means the ruling activity for all processes below it but it is the sun/son of the energy that posited it. Ra is the name of the Sun at the zenith, the high point, and that is the zenith level of development for any being that starts at the physical level.

This intelligence up here, this Ra, posited by this power has a Ra-pa, a rapport, rupa, form of the Father’s intent and therefore he says to this time process, talking at the psychological level, “Get thee behind me.” He is facing upwards to the Father’s intent. His face is up, so, down is back. He says, “Get thee behind me,” to the time process. When the stimulus comes in the time process, the intelligent, hexonic level says, “Get thee behind me,” that is to say, “I refuse to have my behaviour dictated to by an external stimulus.”  Somebody comes along and starts trying to talk to you and change your mind, but you face the fact that you are posited by the Infinite Power, which in all major religions is called, God, the generative power of the Infinite, and that power posits you, and in that positing, gives you absolute authenticity to be yourself. So that if you listen to that power radiating its power down here, when you speak in the time process to another being, what is being said is the will of the Father through you as a being. Now the other being may not be aware of that hexonic level and might retaliate by disliking what you have said and send a message down here, "Move away from that person.”

The fact that you may be at the level of the Hexon, that you may be in truth, telling in full consciousness of truth does not mean that the hearer, the recipient of your words is necessarily at the same level. He may not be and he may react, because to him, you are an external being. Any being down in the time process there, who is identified with the lower levels and his top level is mentation and the middle level is life force like/dislike pleasure/ pain and the bottom level is physical body, he looks at another being across there and posits him as outside his physical body.  He alienates himself from the other person by defining him as a physical body.

So if I look at Trevor and posit him in space over there, ignore my Hexonic awareness of our reciprocal interpenetration, I can say, “Trevor’s body is not this body. This body is not Trevor’s body.”  I can dissociate from Trevor.  I can say I don’t like the way Trevor does his hair, I don’t like the way he trims his whiskers. I can say all kinds of things and when I say ‘like’ I only mean that he is not doing it like I am. To like a thing is so to say, “I am so constituted myself, he must be a nice fellow.” To dislike it is to say, “I am not constituted like that therefore he is not nice.  I am a nice fellow. My constitution is the type of all constitutions, any constitution like mine is to that degree of its likeness, likeable by me. If there is any difference whatever, to that degree I dislike it.” So that like and dislike only mean similarity of structure and antipathy of structure.

So then if I say Trevor is wearing “Is that a leather coat Trevor, is it real leather?  Well supposing I were an anti-real- leather type person, “How dare you kill an animal and wear that coat! I wouldn't do it.” Now you are the kind of being that does the thing that I would not do I alienate myself from you.” Now at the physical level I’d say “Trevor, That is Trevor, I’ll be this one, I am going to go up here and say to Trevor, “You are quite wrong to do that,” just for the fun of it. But because actually I wouldn’t say that from that level. If I went up to the manasic level I can easily say it, but at that level I wouldn’t because I would come across the Hexonic field and down here and find out Trevor’s motive.  And his motive might be thoroughly acceptable.  But if I wish to alienate myself from him I must not go up to the hexonic level I must stay at a lower level.  And the best place, if I wish to alienate myself is to identify with my physical body, my likes and dislikes from my ancestors and the mental processes is based on those likes and dislikes. 

What part of the country do your parents hail from Trevor? 

From North East Lancashire.

Yes. Well that would make you definitely south of the border for me, so we would have a border incident.  If I trace my ancestry through my mother’s side then you and I, I think you are a Sassenach and you’d deserve to be shot.  If ever you came north of the border I would, undoubtedly kill you, if only for the good old days, and I could appeal to my ancestral experiences and differences to maintain the difference in order to avoid giving you a business advantage. I can justify a dirty trick, misrepresentation, sell him a rotten car, give you bad information, do anything, providing I don’t go higher than this manas level, this mentation which has in it nothing except physical body stimuli and pleasure-pains deriving from those stimuli and mental calculations based on the pleasure and pain in the physical body. If I don’t go higher than that I can agree to twist you.  And it may be that some people who could live at a higher level, when they think about the inconveniences of it agree to come down to a lower level during the time of twisting.

Didn’t you say to me once, Jess, about a Quaker friend of yours to whom you put a question about business and how he reconciled the particular business with being a Quaker, didn't he say, “I put my Quaker hat on for that one?” 

He said ,”Take my Quaker hat off  to do business.”

Yes and put it on, you see as a Quaker he was up here listening to the still small voice but from Monday to Friday he was down here.  As a matter of fact, a doctor said to me last weekend to a question I put to him, “Well that depends whether you ask me on Monday or Tuesday or Wednesday or Thursday.” So it is possible for a will that actually has information that that is a truth, like any physicist knows it is the truth today, doesn’t he, because he knows that matter is only force, he knows that all force fields are interpenetrating so he knows as a fact that we are not isolated. Yet he may presume to come down to the manasic level like a very, very well known philosopher who has written many books about Christianity and how to relate human beings, and on one occasion I spoke to him and he said, “Do not speak to me you have not been introduced.” And I said, “I have, I have read all your books,” and he turned away. You see he was at this level of understanding but not of performance.  And because we are fundamentally derived from the positive activity levelof the Father we are a free will so we can focus at any level. We can go into a coma in the body and puzzle the doctors if we like, we can go into a pleasure-pain tizz with ourselves and puzzle the psychiatrist with an emotional upheaval, we can go into the counting level and puzzle businessman by our methods of doing business.

We can go to any level by act of will. And when we come down from the Hexonic level we enter the time body we have experiences according to our purpose of self-discovery.  We commit ourselves to a process and in this process of self-discovery we gather inertias and the inertias, that is, the energy inputs that we have made, can run away with our present intent if we don’t remember that the inertia was made by our own will. There is no inertia other than previously established will. So we can break inertias if we remember that the inertias  are acts of will.  We can make a new act of will, reposit our freedom in the middle of our bondage. In the middle of life, this hexonic level, we are in death, in our physical body reactive to external stimuli.

So that when a man, at the mentation level there, hears about this Hexonic field, if he remembers enough of his physics to know that the Universe is a space-time-power- continuum, that matter is not separate particles but reciprocally interpenetrating fields of force, if he knows that, he can then go up and say I will go to the comprehensive level, I will comprehend all I know.

Physical matter has been broken down into energies, likes and dislikes are phases of relative capacity to absorb energy.  If we absorb the energy easily we call it pleasure, if we don’t absorb it easily it becomes difficult we call it pain and we mentate, that is count up the pleasures and the pains in this so-called body and we find that our explanation must be that energy input of a certain kind in any situation whatever in the Universe, must mean that excessive attack on the body energy system by external ones could destroy it and that would be painful whereas gentle strokings of the right kind could be pleasure. But my mentation adds up, here, to comprehension of a whole plan, and I can say that all beings whatever in the Universe, in any Universe, all beings must be such that if they feel what is happening and the energy input is too fast or too strong, they will have pain.  If it is gentle, they will have pleasure and this is true for all beings.

Now as soon as I make this statement “all beings” I go onto this comprehensive level. When I say a large number of beings, that is called generalisation, I can do it on the mentation level. The general is there but the universal is here.  Most people mix up the general and the universal.  When we say “all” we are making a universal statement, when we say a large number we are making a general statement. Now when I comprehend this process, I become aware that actually, I can focus my attention at any level of being I comprehend. And if I look very hard at this pen and press it with my thumb I can concentrate on it so hard I forget you are there. And I’ll start testing it, get information about it.  I may become so engrossed in it that I really do forget you are there.

I remember once my father went out without his trousers because he had been busy preparing for a show and he had been rehearsing and he suddenly noticed the time and he had got everything on except his trousers which he didn’t put on because he didn’t want to spoil the crease because of the show, and he rushed out and jumped in a cab without any trousers on and the cabbie said, “No trousers” and he had to come back. Now that was an engrossment. It can be done.  I can engross myself in my pleasures and pains, I can fascinate myself with my own miseries, I can play negative feedback, “Poor me, how unfortunate. Why should it happen to me, other people are healthy, other people are rich. Some people could afford to buy 120 tickets to some charity performance at ten guineas each couldn't they? They could but they don’t, you see. Now I could be very sad about this.  I could say, “Poor me,” which is negative feedback.  I can reduce myself to the most abject condition of negativity by repetition of my sorrows.

I seem to remember vaguely, at the back of my mind, that I had a Scottish grandmother who belched occasionally. That is disgusting. Now why should I, a nice fellow like myself have such a being in the background. How terrible. Can you imagine some large, raw-boned creature from the Isle of Skye, knocking whisky back, really, no joking, seven bottles a week on steady order, how would you like that in your ancestry? Isn’t it awful. I can start thinking about it, how terrible!  Supposing somebody was to find out about it. Wouldn’t it be awful? Now I can tell myself this story until I become quite miserable.  I’ll go and hide in the corner in case anybody from Skye remembers.  I don’t want to meet a Macleod. So I can do all these things and then go to my mentation level and start counting. I can study statistics at that level and I can make all kind of funny statements from statistics like are you nearly forty? Then expect a coronary. I should have been worrying earlier then I have been worrying. When I do anything statistically I am on this level but I can do it, I’ve actually done it this morning with a fellow who was worrying about his condition. I joined him in his worries and he accused me of pulling his leg.  My performance was better than his, it was more sincere. In the end he started grinning and said he couldn't continue to be miserable in my presence but he was sure he would be when he had gone. He had only to get back home to the wife and he would get the necessary impetus to do it again.  So we can do this statistical research process.

We can also go to the level of comprehending, making universal statements like “All beings can be logically represented as circles.”  That is a universal statement because [image: image4.png]HEXONIC
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all beings have a bounding integument.  And we can make all kinds of statements like “All triangles have three sides, all squares have four, all pentacles have five and so on.” We can do this kind of thing at the universal level and become very intrigued. Would you like an example of that?  I’ll give you an example, I will draw, if my pen will wet itself again, there is a pentacle and I am going to use it as a think tank.  I'm going to write Mercury on there, I’ll put the Sun on there, Saturn on there, Jupiter on there, Venus on there and Mars on there and the Moon in between. Right? We will have a black Moon there, a waxer, a beginning to wane, wane, we'll have a nice light Moon shining in the dark sky up there. Now I can say this is always true. Always in all situations this diagram can be used. Mercury represents materials in the situation.  If I take on any material whatever, then I go along this line, Saturn. Taking on that will impose a temporal responsibility on me, that is Saturn.  It will also offer me an expansion of my activities because it will allow me to use it in ways I couldn’t do if I hadn’t got it. So it will always be true, that if I take on a new material situation I will simultaneously contract myself by having to care for it and expand myself by the uses to which I can put it.

In the same way, that if my morale, pleasure-pain, Sun, means life-force, if I am in a state of great happiness then I go along this line, I feel expansive, I go along this line, and I feel loving. If, on the other hand I am thoroughly miserable, I go along this line and I see expansion around me and feel envious, and I go along this line and see loving people around me and I feel jealous deprived, always the same thing will happen. Now I can go round this diagram and show we have phases of the moon, a first appearance, approaching to half, beginning to diminish, last appearance, blackness, full moon there. There is a cycle. Wherever a cycle occurs in nature there will always be this same thing, a beginning to appear, an increasing, a fullness and immediately after the fullness a beginning to wane, a vanishing, a black face and in all cycles of natural function, the same thing will occur. That is a universal, always true situation and that will keep me on this level of being. I comprehend the universal.

But then, above that level, I have a will and that will allows me, because it is free, to break the tyranny of everything. All I know, I can ignore, every generalised calculation and statistical survey I have made I can ignore. Remember, ignore means wilfully to disregard, it does not mean not know it means a wilful disregard. I can ignore my feelings. I can ignore my physical body, I can go and put my knees near the fire and burn them if I want. I can do anything I like. You know, some Buddhist monks have shown you that they can pour petrol on their physical bodies and set fire to them and perish. That was wilful. They were very, very wilful people.

Everyone has a will and that will can look down to universals, to generals, to pleasure-pains, to physical bodies time facts or it can look up to the Hexon. So at the point of the will at that level we are in a peculiar position that we can actually choose whether we will look down into the time process or up to Hexonic interpenetration. So it is in the human will where that process occurs which is called the metanoia. That is a change of intelligent direction. A change of mind where instead of looking into the material world, you look upwards into the Hexonic world. You dare to say, “I am reciprocally interpenetrating with all beings. I prefer it and I am going to dedicate myself to an extension of that awareness.” It is at this level of the will that you decide whether you will take the full consequences of your all-knowledge and posit yourself in the Hexonic field or whether you will say,” No, I will go down again and investigate the material world and be a whole-hogger, Prodigal Son, obstinate fellow who is going to go down to the grossest material level to complete a process of self-education.”

Now, whether you go up or down at that point, metanoia is entirely an act of free will and at that level it is not a moral consideration that is at issue whether you go up or down. Morality does not exist at the level of the will. Morality begins where this all-comprehension looks down and begins to point out necessary relations of beings together. Everything below this comprehensive level comes under moral overlooking. But above it, in the level of the will, morality has no place. 

Now people down  below, below the comprehension level become rather alarmed if they are informed that the will itself transcends moral considerations and whether he goes up or down is not a moral question, it is a spiritual question because the will is itself, spirit, carried from the Father, through the Hexon, coned down to make His first statement, “I am a will,” and I can stay at the level of will and I can initiate changes without being conditioned by what I know of universals, what I know in general, what I like and dislike, or physical facts.

So when, at this level of the will, we decide to turn upwards, I will to accept and prefer living at the Hexonic level of mutual interpenetration, then is the point you say, “Get thee,” the time process, Satan, “behind me,” I’m facing up because what I really want to get at is the positive actuality, signified by PA of the Intelligence of Infinity that is called God the Father, because I grown up so much I know the limitations of down here are colossal in physical body identification.  I know that the limitations imposed by liking and disliking are disgustingly inefficient. Do you know, there are people that don’t like Bach, people that don’t like Beethoven, people that don’t like Michelangelo? Not to like something which is superb is inefficiency, so I know that at the level of like-dislike, if I am functioning at that level, there are so many things I cannot enjoy because of pleasures and pains, remember, joy is not pleasure, pleasure is when the thing is acting upon you, joy means the affirmation of the situation to which you have assented. You will put yourself in a situation. You affirm a situation to which you assent. Now the only joy is the positive self-recognition of your self-positing of your own being in the situation in which you decide to put yourself and then having put yourself there, to assent to the fact that you have so done. When you assent to the situation that you affirmed for yourself from your centre of self-will you are in joy. It doesn’t depend on an external stimulus it depends on your innermost will and that is at that level, beyond universal intellective, logical considerations derived from the time process. The will is transcendent of everything to do with the time process and the will, when it functions from itself is in joy perpetual. It re-posits itself continuously in its situation. The will is immediately present to itself, it is immanent in itself, it is incarnate in itself and because there is nothing alien to it, it is in joy. So we must distinguish very clearly between pleasures and joy. Joy is absolute positivity, absolute actuality of self-precipitation.

When we get to that point we are able to say get thee behind me time process, Satan, Saturn, materialism, discretion, everything that results in considerations of a mechanical, materialistic, inert nature.  Get thee behind me, we don’t want anything to do with you.  We know that the ancestors have given us a body full of inertias, full of timidity. We can feel the timidity from our ancestors. We actually find that if we mention certain things we become a little edgy in the flesh.

We were doing an exercise on Friday and part of the exercise involved a man lying down whilst another fellow took his vertebrae off one at a time, beginning with the top one, Cl and cutting them out, tearing them out, throwing them away.  The man that was doing it was quite enjoying it, the fellow that was suffering it, down there, didn’t seem to say much about it but a girl who was there felt it, she identified with it and she felt her flesh didn’t like this idea of de-spining a beloved male.  But after a few vertebrae had been removed and he was apparently of no use, she suddenly relaxed and said, “O.K. carry on.” She had broken the identification.  But if you do that much damage so that you can't use the thing, and then you don't cry over the spilt vertebrae. But it was a re-orientation. There was a moment of identification with the time body and at that moment there was timidity, time-form-ness, fear, creepiness in the flesh and that creeping in the flesh is ancestral and it is that creeping in the flesh in the presence of damages and that leaping forward in the flesh at possible pleasures that holds the being in subjection down at the level of the life-force bio-field associated with the physical body in the time process.

So, we say at this level of the will, “Get thee behind me,” we turn upwards, we dare to go into the para-hexonic field, through the Hexonic, through the Ra, the Son of God, into the God. And the God is pure actuality, PA, pure. You know, if you do any theology you will find that God is defined as pure actuality. That is to say, there is no admixture in it of inertia. Nothing of inertia.  It is immediacy of positive will. You make your statement because you are absolutely converged at that moment. What you do and say is authentic at that moment because the will itself posits itself.  There is nothing alien.  It is entirely new as an individual Hexonic being, positing a will and in that positing of that Hexon there into that will there is total authenticity from a positing activity through the Hexon, through the formed idetic level into the act of will. At that moment, the act, whatever it is, is absolutely self-justified.  It doesn’t matter what beings say about it below because beings identified with lower levels are not in a position to know anything whatever about the qualitative condition of a being who is so convergent in pure actuality, what that being’s motivation is, is a secret from all the beings below.

Think what it is like. Have you ever done and do you remember, doing an act of pure will, which was not calculated, was not based on matter, wasn’t based on like or dislike, was not based on calculations and statistics, did not depend on all your universal knowledge acquired, but depended on nothing except your will to do it, and in that moment of will, converging to posit itself in its own actuality there is total authenticity and total backing of the Infinite force called, God the Father, and through the particular form you assume through the convergence, of God the Son. God the Son is that Ra in the pa-ra-hexonic. And you have absolute justification in a pure willed act in which there is no physical inertia, there is no like or dislike element involved, there is no calculation of a statistical order, there is no imposition of universal concepts of ethics or behaviour Systems, it is only an immediate act of will. Does that feel rare as a condition? Because any baby knows what it means.

Babies live like it before they are educated, before they are conditioned by their parents and teachers, babies do exactly that. And this is why Jesus said the children are the model for the Kingdom of Heaven-type behaviour. You must re-become. Now to get at it you have to recall yourself as a child.  It is funny how many adults have forgotten what it is like to be a child. They may have children but they have forgotten what they were like at the age of that child. So, if you can't remember, look at the behaviour of a new baby before it starts to be imposed upon by vocabulary and thou shalt and shalt not. Look at it, watch it, see the way its behaviour is first of all, spontaneous, from within. You can see the energy inside this child manifesting, you can see interest. Look into the eyes of a baby when that baby has just begun to converge and you will see that you are under intelligent observation.  It is not the same feeling as if you very carefully photograph a pair of eyes because the eyes on the photograph don’t look at you but the eyes of the baby do. They look at you spontaneously and with interest and they are looking at you as to them a relatively new experience and they are evaluating you in their innocence. Innocence means innocuousness.  They haven’t decided to poison you yet, they are just interested in you, the being feeling they get in the encounter with you. And that immediate kind of baby experience of openness to the situation is the precondition of the regaining of this metanoia, this turn up into the source power of your being. You can all see it in other children. Do you remember it yourself? Can you go so far back in your memory that you can remember looking through the fringes of the lace or something on your pram?  Weren't you in a state of wonder in those days? Didn't everything to you look wonderful and new?  And if you recapture the newness of the situation you are in now as a grown up person you actually see that the situation you are in is not old, it is new. There is a new emergent, a new expression, a new characteristic is emerging.  If I look at Gerhardt now at the moment, I can see a certain kind of expression. It isn't quite like the expression he had half an hour ago. It is different.  Something has gone on inside him in the time process and he is looking in a certain way.  While I am talking about him, something is going on inside him. He is becoming new every moment. Now this newness every moment is life.

Take your pen, or anything, and do that with it, let go of it and catch it. I want you to watch the state of your consciousness when you do it and tell me, quite simply, do you feel more alive when you do it than you did before? Can you feel the convergence necessary to do it? Can you feel the aliveness that has to be in you to do it? Can you feel it?  Well now, supposing you lived at that level of aliveness, wouldn't you be living?  Have you ever had a hot potato in your mouth and had to swallow it? Didn't you feel alive at that moment? Now you choose whether you will live at the live level or whether you will fall into inertia because apart from the immediacy of that life, alert, sharp, you've only got inertia.

Now, the symbol of that alertness, what is it? Here is the symbol of inertia of pralaya of maxim entropy, (an horizontal line.)  Your energies are lying down, they are being acted upon but they are doing nothing about it. And the opposite to it is that, the vertical. We have written T upside down haven’t we? T is the great mystery, the wee pickle tau of the great Rabbi Burns. Think that verticality, that balance is the symbol of that alertness.

Years ago I used to keep snakes, and I had these snakes in different containers and boxes. One particular snake I had, I put it in a box and I put a piece of glass on it, temporarily while I was arranging to transfer it to larger box. When I came back, this snake was standing on its tail-tip and with its nose it was nudging the glass, like that.  It was just tall enough to nudge the glass with its nose tip and it was standing on that much tail, like that and going....... It had got the glass moving along.  It would have been out of the box if I had been a few seconds later. Now, think of the balance in a snake that could stand on the tip of its tail. That is good balancing isn't it and nudged the plate glass lid like that. Now that is living.

Now that same symbol, the Hebrew letter for it looks like this, ת that is tau, tov. A sephardi would say call it tau, an Israeli would call it tov. Some creatures might call it tov like that.  It is a T but funnily enough, this letter on its own like that is a letter resh, ו, a letter R and the other letter on its own, separated from that would be like this and it has been turned upside down and stood there, R V, interesting, rav, the Rabbi, he who knows how to balance. Now this particular letter is the sixth letter of the alphabet ו, which is F in English. And the same letter in the. Egyptian looks suspiciously like what it is. It means male, phallic intelligent capacity for self-balancing.  Imagine this letter R symbolises the spirit of clarity and differentiation and its fellow, standing up here is an upstanding, self-instanding intelligence supporting the other letter, discrimination and the other letter is pressing down on the upstanding intent to be vertical. So that letter, the last letter in the Hebrew alphabet symbolises perfect control, it symbolises phallic drive, cheek, hutzpah and ruling power to control it in the same being. You lift yourself up as if with pride and you press yourself down a bit but you don't stop lifting up, you just do both. Now think of the difference between pride humiliated, pride ashamed of itself, fallen down through the unfortunate results of its pride, pride so negated by pain, unpleasant results of its activities that it daren’t stand up again and then think of that hutzpah, that hubris, the pride that lifts itself up because it knows its origin, the para hexonic, power, it knows itself as Ra, a son of the Father. It is pa ra, the Father’s son. It knows it, it lifts itself up and because it knows that, “vaulting ambition doth o'erleap itself,” it holds itself down.

Now with the up-pressing and the self-down pressing there appears immediate self-presence. So the very point where your phallic drive, your sexual energy when it elevates you, you don't kill it, you say, “Down Fido, slightly,” to give it the compression that makes the sense of presence, the sense of immanent being. The whole secret of the alphabet is in that letter and it is deriving from the first letter which is an aleph, א. And the two together mean to eat. What you are eating is yourself because that as the whole field of power is the Infinite, is all there is, whatever happens in it, by it, of it, is done to it by itself. That same power that eats itself posits itself as beings, as living beings, as human beings and then it devours them.  It gives birth to them and then, disguised as time, it devours them. The same power that gives birth to you devours you and so, when you come to battle with the ancestors in the time process, you do it by remembering that you are, actually, in origin, the para, the pure actuality of the Infinite which has differentiated itself in the Hexonic field, so individuated itself, brought itself to a point of initiative, the will, and then, in that position, fed itself back into the re-membering of itself as a member of the para.  It is then able to lift its life up or to go right down into the physical body again to lay its life down. It can lay it down, it can pick it up.

Think about it, that it is in the level of the will where you choose freely whether you like the idea of reciprocal interpenetration of all beings and the power that created that situation or whether you would prefer to be an isolated being in a material body paddling your own private canoe.  Which ever you choose, at the volitional level is not a matter of morality. It is a matter of spirituality because the will is spirit. Spiritual considerations are higher than moral considerations because moral considerations are only concerned with groups of human beings in the time process in the material world. So your decision, when you make it, to turn up or down is spiritual, but if you turn down you go into the realm of morality, of reactivity, of mentation, statistics, pleasure-pain and physical inertias. But if you turn upwards, the other way, you go to the realm of immediate self-forming, self-informing, self-creation and you choose which you would rather be.

And at the moment of choice, if you decide to turn upwards, the ancestors below try to pull you down and they will continue to try to pull you down like that letter tries to push down this driving power. And they do so because it is a very good thing for you to be pushed down when you are rising because if you did not have this opposition you would not know that you existed. So that you must be very, very clear that you are full, in your protoplasm, of ancestral inertias, that they are trying to drag you down to the level of the primitive.  They want you to regress, they want you to cease to be an individual.  They want you to be a member of a mass with no individual voice, they want you to belong to the ancestors and to obey, absolutely the old way of doing things and no new way allowed. But their resistance is an essential to your discovery of that will which is your own real self, self-initiating.

SPIRIT AND FLESH


